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Symposium on the legal capacity of persons with disabilities
in light of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (CRPD)
4 June 2009 at 10:00 – 17:30 ( EESC Rue Belliard 99, B-1040 ( Brussels, Belgium

	10.00
	Opening

Mr. Yannis Vardakastanis, President of the European Disability Forum

Mr. Miguel Ángel Cabra de Luna, Member of the EESC and Co-Chair of the European Consortium of Foundations on Human Rights and Disability

Mr. Staffan Nilsson, President of Group III, European Economic and Social Committee (EESC)



	10.15
	Key note speeches

Chair: Mr. José Javier Soto, Notary and Advisor to the European Consortium of Foundations on Human Rights and Disability

“The legal capacity of person with disabilities in the light of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities”

Prof. Gerard Quinn, Director of the Centre for Disability Law and Policy at the NUI Galway School of Law, Ireland

“Obligations set forth by the article 12 of the CRPD for the EU Member States”

Mr. Gábor Gomos, Senior Advocacy Officer, Mental Disability Advocacy Centre (MDAC), Hungary

Open debate



	11.30
	Coffee break



	12.00
	Panel on national situations: Best practices and obstacles identified

Chair: Ms Carlotta Besozzi, Director of the European Disability Forum 

· Mr. Maths Jesperson, Board member of the organisation PO-Skåne, Sweden 

· Mr. Klaus Lachwitz, Inclusion Europe, Germany 

· Ms. Gunta Anca, Chair of the Latvian Umbrella Body for Disability Organisations (SUSTENTO), Latvia

· Mr. Carlos Gazenmüller Roig, Public Prosecutor at the Supreme Court, Spain

Open debate



	13.30
	Lunch (EESC restaurant)



	15.00
	Round table: Some legal responses to those challenges

Chair: Mr. Mark Priestly, Director of the Centre for Disability Studies (University of Leeds) and Scientific Director of the Academic Network of European Disability experts (ANED)

· Mr. Federico Cabello de Alba Jurado, CNUE, the European Association of Notaries

· Mr. Thorsten Afflerbach, Head of the Integration of People with Disabilities Division, Social Policy Department, Council of Europe’s Directorate General of Social Cohesion*

· Ms. Anne Birgitte Gammeljord, President of the Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE)*

Open debate



	17.00
	Presentation of Conclusions by the rapporteur and closing

Chair: Ms. Inmaculada Placencia-Porrero, Deputy Head of Unit for the Integration of People with Disabilities (European Commission)

· Prof. Francisco Bariffi, Human Rights Institute “Bartolomé de las Casas”, Carlos III University, Spain

· Mr. Hywel Ceri Jones, Co-Chair of the European Consortium of Foundations on Human Rights and Disability and former General Director of European Commission’s DG Employment and Social Affairs



	17.30
	End of the meeting


(* Pending confirmation)

For registrations, please contact Aránzazu Chacón at the European Foundation Centre (EFC)
51, rue de la Concorde | 1050 Brussels, Belgium | t +32.2.512.8938 | f +32.2.512.3265 |

achacon@efc.be | www.efc.be
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